MEN OF POWER
one directed toward God and the next world; the other
directed toward man and the effort to transform this
world The first tends to go to seed in ritual and
magic; the second tends toward a larger and larger
social ethic The church of the thirteenth century be-
longed dearly to the first class. The minds of the
people were filled with superstitions about devils and
the miraculous power of the saints to preserve human
beings from demoniac dutches. The church preyed
upon those superstitions. To use a bit of modern
slang, it "cashed in" on them. And the cash went to
keep the bishops in luxuries. High above the miserable
dwellings of the poor stood "the rich Benedictine Ab-
beys, veritable fortresses set upon the hilltops."
Even in its worst days there were some spiritual
leaders in the church who knew that all this wickedness
was treason to the gospd of Christ. Such leaders re-
volted from the church and tried in different ways to
return to the simplicity and spirituality of Apostolic
Christianity. They were branded as heretics. Among
these were the "Poor Men of Lyons/* These men de-
nied the efficacy of the sacraments when administered
by dergy who were not Christian in their private lives.
Although at first approved by Rome, they were later
disowned by the diurch and persecuted. Another group
of heretics were those known as the Cathari, They ad-
vocated learning, renounced marriage and the owner-
ship of property, and approved suicide as a means of
escape from the evils of the world
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